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Dental Hygiene
The program leading to a baccalaureate degree in dental hygiene is designed to prepare the graduate to
successfully enter the profession of dental hygiene in any one of the seven designated roles of the dental
hygienist as defined by the American Dental Hygienists’ Association: clinician, corporate, public health,
researcher, educator, administrator, and entrepreneur. In addition, graduates are prepared to continue
their education in graduate or professional programs. The curriculum is designed to assist students in the
development of knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values that will enable them to adapt to a complex and
changing health care delivery system. Special emphasis is placed on the development of skills related
to periodontal disease, skills, and attitudes to meet the needs of the geriatric population, and access to
care for those persons unable to attain care, especially the underserved rural segment of the population.
A minimum grade of C (as defined by the dental hygiene program grading scale) for all dental hygiene
courses is required to maintain enrollment in the dental hygiene professional sequence. Dental hygiene
courses typically are taught one time in an academic year. A student who fails to meet the minimum
grade requirements for each dental hygiene course (or drops out of the dental hygiene sequence) will be
removed from the dental hygiene program and must reapply for admission.

Dental hygiene is a licensed profession. In order to meet licensure requirements, the student must
graduate from an accredited program and successfully pass a written National Board Dental Hygiene
Examination, as well as the appropriate State/Regional (Clinical) Board Examination. The dental hygiene
program is a fall only competitive admissions program. If students are interested in our program, they
will need to complete the University application. Students applying to the dental hygiene program must
also submit copies of their high school transcript and college transcripts to the dental hygiene program
as well as to the University. All students are required to observe a dental hygienist for a period of two or
more hours. Students enter the professional sequence of the curriculum upon successful completion of
32 hours of specific University Core and science courses. Students also have the opportunity to enter the
baccalaureate degree program by alternative pathways.

• Freshman: Directly from high school. Prerequisites are met at SIU Carbondale. Your professional
sequence begins your sophomore year.

• Sophomores: Can either take the prerequisites for the program from another College or University
or take the prerequisites at SIU Carbondale. Either way, 32 hours of prerequisites must be
completed before entering the sophomore year.

Thirty-six students will begin the professional sequence each fall semester. Admission requirements
to the applicant pool are the same as those to the University. Once accepted into the University, the
student must submit a separate application to the dental hygiene program. In order to be considered for
admission into the professional sequence, students must have completed a minimum of 29 credit hours of
college credit (not including PSYC and/or SOC). These credit hours must include the following courses or
approved substitutions: ENGL 101, ENGL 102, MATH 101 or 108, PSYC 102, SOC 108, MICR 201, AH
105, AH 241 and CHEM 106. Prospective students may complete the University Core Curriculum and the
basic science courses at other Colleges or Universities as well as at SIU Carbondale.

The dental hygiene program requires students to complete an immunization compliance form. In addition
to textbooks and tuition, other expenses are required to cover the cost of instruments, uniforms, and other
professional supplies. Contact the dental hygiene program for specifics.

The dental hygiene program offers an on-site clinic to provide the student with practical clinical instruction.
Students perform dental hygiene services in the clinic under the direct supervision of dental hygiene
faculty composed of licensed dental hygienists and licensed dentists. Students also are involved in
the provision of care and education through a variety of community projects. An advisory committee
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composed of representatives from community dental practices, dental education, dental industry, and
community members serves the program.

The program also is designed to serve as a degree completion program for dental hygienists who have
completed an associate degree in dental hygiene from any accredited dental hygiene program. The
Capstone Option is available to students who have obtained an Associate in Applied Science with a
2.00 (4.0 scale) or higher GPA (see Capstone Option section below for additional information). The
student must maintain a cumulative grade point average of 2.75 in order to remain in good standing in
the University and dental hygiene program. Failure to maintain the minimum GPA will result in dismissal
from the program. A student who fails a class or classes in the dental hygiene program, whether it is a
fall or spring semester course, must reapply to the program for possible fall re-admittance. The student
must rank high enough in the program selection process for re-entrance into the program. Year one is
for General Education courses only. Year two is when the student begins the dental hygiene program
sequence, for which this re-admission policy applies. The failed course or courses must be registered for
and passed according to the program/course attendance and grading scale specifications. If a student
fails more than one dental hygiene course in any semester, they will be dismissed from the program. 

The dental hygiene program has a Linkage Agreement with John A. Logan College, Carl Sandburg
College, Lake Land College, Prairie State College, and City Colleges of Chicago. If you have questions
about these agreements, contact the community college advisor or SIU Carbondale School of Health
Sciences at 618-453-7211.

The program in Dental Hygiene is accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation, a specialized
accrediting body recognized by the Commission on Recognition of Post-secondary Accreditation and by
the United States Department of Education. The Commission on Dental Accreditation can be contacted at
800- 621-8099 or 440-2500 at 211 East Chicago Avenue, Chicago, IL  60611.

 

Bachelor of Science (B.S.) in Dental Hygiene Degree Requirements

Degree Requirements Credit Hours

University Core Curriculum 1 39

To include: AH 241 or Anatomy equivalent, CHEM 106, MICR 201, HND 101, AH 105 3

Requirements for Major in Dental Hygiene - including: DH 200, DH 206, DH 206L, DH
207, DH 207C, DH 210, DH 210C, DH 212, DH 218, DH 218L, DH 219, DH 219L, DH
220, DH 220C, DH 226, DH 233, DH 247, DH 247L, DH 320, DH 320C, DH 322, DH
322L, DH 340, DH 341, DH 347, DH 349, DH 355, DH 355C, DH 400, DH 401, DH 401L,
DH 410, DH 417, DH 417I, DH 440, DH 441, DH 441C, and DH 450C.

78

Total 120

1 These courses are required for a major in dental hygiene and are approved substitutions for the
University Core Curriculum requirements in science. The additional credit hours will be included in the
total credit hours required for the degree.

 

Education and Management Specialization

This option is designed to allow dental hygienists with an associate degree and their credentials, the
opportunity to complete a Bachelor’s Degree. The student will study educational theories, philosophies,
styles, and techniques. Additionally, the student will be introduced to management concepts as they
relate to health care. Students in their last semester of completing their program in dental hygiene,
may elect to start the education and management  program. Students who start the education and
management option during their last semester, must obtain an associate’s degree and their credentials
at the end of their program in order to continue in the dental hygiene education and management option.
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The primary focus of the education and management option is to allow students who wish to enter either
dental hygiene education or management the opportunity to learn and develop the skills necessary for
success in these two environments.

Education and Management: The ten following courses must be taken: DH 345, DH 365, DH 411, DH
425A, DH 425B, DH 435, DH 476, HCM 360, HCM 364, and HCM 388.

 

Capstone Option for Transfer Students
The SIU Carbondale Capstone Option may be available to eligible students who have earned an
associate's degree or the equivalent. The Capstone Option reduces the University Core Curriculum
requirements from 39 to 30 hours, therefore reducing the time to complete those requirements. See the
Capstone Option section for more information on this option.

 

 

Dental Hygiene Courses
DH200 - Orientation to Dental Hygiene The student will be introduced to the dental hygiene profession.
Issues including patients' rights, professional ethics, the state practice act, health promotion, and
communication will be presented. Learning styles, test-taking strategies, research applications, using
resources, and writing styles will be included. Restricted to DH majors only and approval from the DH
program. Credit Hours: 1

DH206 - Oral Anatomy and Tooth Morphology The student will learn to recognize and identify the
structures within the oral cavity including the periodontium, oral anatomy, primary and permanent
dentitions with form and function details. Co-requisite: DH 206L. Restricted to DH majors. Credit Hours: 2.
Credit Hours: 2

DH206L - Oral Anatomy and Tooth Morphology Lab The student will learn to recognize and identify
the structures within the oral cavity including the periodontium, oral anatomy, primary and permanent
dentitions with form and function details. Laboratory emphasis will be placed on tooth identification and
tooth/root morphology to enhance the application of instrumentation techniques. Co-requisite: DH 206.
Restricted to DH majors. Credit Hours: 1. Credit Hours: 1

DH207 - Pre-Clinic DH 207 is the lecture portion of the pre-clinical course which introduces the
student to fundamentals of dental hygiene theory, foundational instrumentation techniques, infection
control protocol, and clinical policies. Two hours of lecture weekly. Length of course: 16 weeks. Taken
concurrently with DH 207C. Must be accepted into professional sequence. Restricted to DH majors only
or approval from the DH program. Credit Hours: 2

DH207C - Pre-Clinic Instrumentation DH 207C is a pre-clinical course which introduces the student
to hands-on experiences with the fundamentals of dental hygiene theory, foundational instrumentation
techniques, infection control protocol, and clinical policies. Students must demonstrate clinical
competence with various skills involving classmates, typodonts, clinical equipment, and clinical policies.
Four hours of lab weekly. Length of course: 16 weeks. Taken concurrently with DH 207 lecture. Must be
accepted into professional sequence. Restricted to DH majors only or approval from the DH program. The
sophomore cohort entering the professional sequence for dental hygiene are required to have specific
instruments and supplies upon starting their first clinical semester. The instruments are used throughout
the dental hygiene program beginning the sophomore year through graduation. This program fee of
$1,700 is applied upon registration in DH 207C. Credit Hours: 2

DH210 - Patient Assessment Techniques Patient assessment theories and techniques are taught to
prepare the student to successfully recognize and record normal and abnormal intraoral and extraoral
conditions. These assessment skills will be incorporated into treatment planning for individualized patient
care. Lecture two hours. Length: 16 weeks. Restricted to DH majors only or approval from the DH
program. Credit Hours: 2

DH210C - Patient Assessment Pre-Clinic Patient assessment theories and techniques are taught to
prepare the student to successfully recognize and record normal and abnormal intraoral and extraoral
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conditions. Clinic two hours. Length: 16 weeks. Concurrent enrollment required in DH 207, DH 207C and
DH 210. Restricted to DH majors only or approval from the DH program. Credit Hours: 1

DH212 - Medical Emergencies in the Dental Office and General Diseases The student will learn about
medical conditions which may affect or alter the provision of oral care. Emphasis is on acquiring and
evaluating the medical, dental and drug history and treatment of general system diseases. Modification
of treatment plans will be discussed. Lecture two hours, sixteen weeks. Prerequisite: Microbiology 201.
Credit Hours: 2

DH218 - Dental Hygiene Radiology I The student is introduced to radiation history and x-ray equipment,
principles of radiation biology and protection, x-ray production, image formation, radiation characteristics,
and intraoral radiographic techniques such as paralleling, bitewing, and full-mouth series. A brief overview
of proper use and safety for the NOMAD hand-held device will be covered. Exposure and technique
errors, patient education, and normal anatomic structures of the maxillary and mandibular regions will be
explored. Co-requisite: DH 218L. Restricted to DH majors. Credit hours: 2. Credit Hours: 2

DH218L - Dental Hygiene Radiology I Practicum The student is introduced to various x-ray equipment,
proper x-ray mounting techniques, and effective exposure of bitewings and periapical images using the
paralleling technique with digital exposures. Image techniques will occur using Dexter (DXXTR) simulator
as well as one patient experience. Principles of radiation biology and protection, exposure and technique
errors, x-ray production, film processing, and image formation will be explored. Image critique will be
performed on each series of images during lab experiences. A brief overview of the proper use and safety
for the NOMAD hand-held device and exposures on Dexter (DXXTR) will occur. Co-requisite: DH 218.
Restricted to DH majors. Lab fee: $99. Credit hours: 1. Credit Hours: 1

DH219 - Dental Hygiene Radiology II The student will review paralleling technique as well as learn
bisecting angle, occlusal, and extraoral projections as well as the use of direct and indirect dental imaging
procedures. Infection prevention and legal issues as it pertains to dental radiographers will be covered.
The student will also identify anatomical landmarks and recognize normal and abnormal conditions or
anomalies that appear on dental images. Interpretation of periodontal disease, caries, trauma/pulpal and
periapical lesions, restorations, dental materials, and foreign objects will occur during this course. Proper
techniques will be discussed for patients with special image treatment considerations. Prerequisite: DH
218, DH 218L with grades of C or better. Co-requisite: DH 219L. Restricted to DH majors. Credit hours: 2.
Credit Hours: 2

DH219L - Dental Hygiene Radiology II Practicum The student will review paralleling technique as well
as learn bisecting angle, occlusal, and extraoral projections as well as the use of direct and indirect dental
imaging procedures. Case studies using mixed dentition and exposure techniques for a pediatric patient
will be explored as well as legal issues that may arise in clinical practice. A brief description of manual
processing and film duplication will be provided. Proper infection prevention strategies will be considered
prior to exposing images on patients. Panoramic operation and exposure will be covered. The student
will also identify anatomical landmarks and recognize normal and pathological conditions via radiographic
interpretation. Prerequisite: DH 218, DH 218L with grades of C or better. Co-requisite: DH 219. Restricted
to DH majors. Lab fee: $50. Credit hours: 1. Credit Hours: 1

DH220 - Dental Hygiene Concepts and Review This course expands on theory and the clinical
application of dental hygiene sciences. Includes introduction to dental hygiene clinic policies and
procedures, professional conduct, patient assessment, clinical decision-making, treatment modalities,
and care plan development. Emphasis is placed on the development of critical thinking skills as applied
to the provision of patient care. Lecture two hours. Length of course: 16 weeks. Prerequisites: DH 206,
DH 206L, DH 207, DH 207C, DH 210, DH 210C, DH 218, DH 218L, DH 226 with grades of C or better.
Concurrent enrollment required in DH 219, DH 219L and DH 220C. Restricted to DH majors only or
approval from the DH program. Credit Hours: 2

DH220C - Dental Hygiene Clinic I The student will apply knowledge and utilize techniques to assess
the oral health status, plan and implement treatment, and evaluate outcomes related to improved oral
health. The student will provide preventive, therapeutic, and educational services to clinical patients
for the treatment and prevention of oral disease. Length of course: 16 weeks, eight hours of clinic
weekly. Concurrent enrollment in DH 212, DH 219, DH 219L, DH 220, DH 233, DH 247, and DH 247L.
Prerequisites: DH 200, DH 206, DH 206L, DH 207, DH 207C, DH 210, DH 210C, DH 218, DH 218L and
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DH 226 with grades of C or better. Restricted to DH majors only or approval from the DH program. Lab
fee: $275. Credit Hours: 2

DH226 - Anatomy of the Head and Neck The goal of this course is for the dental hygiene student to
acquire clinical problem solving skills through a basic understanding of the gross anatomy of the head
and neck region of the human body. Through a regional approach to the head and neck, the student will
be able to synthesize solutions to clinical problems by understanding the morphological and functional
interrelationships of anatomical structures. 16 weeks. Two credit hours. Restricted to DH majors only or
approval from the DH program. Credit Hours: 2

DH233 - Histology and Embryology The goal of this course is to enable the dental hygiene student to
develop a basic understanding of the microscopic structure of the primary and dental tissue groups of the
human body. This course also enables the student to relate embryonic development to the normal and
abnormal structures of the head and oral cavity. This background will prepare the student to differentiate
between normal and abnormal clinical manifestations in subsequent courses. 16 weeks. Two credit hours.
Restricted to DH majors only or approval from the DH program. Credit Hours: 2

DH247 - Preventive Oral Care The student will prepare for the role of oral health educator and consumer
advocate. The dental hygiene process of assessment, planning, implementation and evaluation is applied
for the prevention of oral disease. Length of course: 16 weeks, two hours of lecture weekly. Concurrent
enrollment in DH 212, DH 219, DH 219L, DH 220, DH 233, and DH 247L. Prerequisites: DH 200, DH
206, DH 206L, DH 207, DH 207C, DH 210, DH 210C, DH 218, DH 218L and DH 226 with grades of C or
better. Restricted to DH majors only or approval from the DH program. Credit Hours: 2

DH247L - Preventive Oral Care Practicum The student will prepare for the role of oral health educator
and consumer advocate. The dental hygiene process of assessment, planning, implementation and
evaluation is applied for the prevention of oral disease. Laboratory techniques for assessing disease
processes will be applied. Length of course: 16 weeks, two hours of lab weekly. Concurrent enrollment in
DH 212, DH 219, DH 219L, DH 220, DH 220C, DH 233, and DH 247. Prerequisites: DH 200, DH 206, DH
206L, DH 207, DH 207C, DH 210, DH 210C, DH 218, DH 218L and DH 226 with grades of C or better.
Restricted to DH majors only or approval from the DH program. Lab fee: $35. Credit Hours: 1

DH298 - Multicultural Applied Experience An applied experience, service-oriented course in American
diversity involving a group different from the student who elects the course. Difference can be manifested
by things such as age, gender, ethnicity, nationality, political affiliation, race, or class. Satisfies the
multicultural requirement in the University Core Curriculum. Credit Hours: 3

DH299 - Individual Study Provides students with opportunity to develop a special program of studies to
fit a particular need not met by other offerings. Enrollment provides access to resources of the facilities
of the entire institution. Each student will work under the supervision of a sponsoring staff member.
Restricted to DH majors. Credit Hours: 1-16

DH320 - Advanced Dental Hygiene Concepts and Techniques Students will use research,
discussions, and professional judgment to provide comprehensive dental hygiene treatment. This
course will introduce power instrumentation techniques, patient management, professionalism, tobacco
cessation, and nutritional counseling. Additional applications of patient management software will also be
introduced. Length of course: 16 weeks, two hours of lecture weekly. Concurrent enrollment in DH 320C,
DH 340, DH 341, and DH 349. Prerequisites: DH 220 and DH 220C with grades of C or better. Restricted
to DH majors only or approval from the DH program. Credit Hours: 2

DH320C - Dental Hygiene Clinic II This is the third course in a series of clinical courses that lead to
the achievement of integrated objectives for clinical dental hygiene practice. The student is expected
to continue to develop progressively in the application of clinical skills in order to provide preventive,
nutritional, educational, and therapeutic services to the public. Information from basic sciences, dental
science, and the behavioral sciences will be utilized to provide individualized client/patient care. The
student will perform professional services of a dental hygienist on designated clinical clients/patients
and is expected to demonstrate improvement of skills. The course will also provide a working knowledge
of local anesthesia as applied to the practice of dental hygiene. Students will be provided with the
knowledge and skills necessary to administer both maxillary (infiltration) and mandibular (block) injections
proficiently and safely. Clinic: 8 hours. Length: 16 weeks. Must be taken concurrently with DH 320, DH
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340, DH 341. Prerequisites: DH 219, DH 219L, DH 220, DH 220C with grades of C or better. Lab fee:
$750. Credit Hours: 3

DH322 - Dental Materials This course includes an overview of various materials and procedures used
in operative, endodontic, orthodontic and prosthetic dentistry. Emphasis is placed on the role of dental
hygienists in explaining these procedures to clients/patients and in adapting dental hygiene services. One
hour of lecture. Length: 16 weeks. Prerequisites: DH 320, DH 320C with grades of C or better. Concurrent
enrollment in DH 322L required. Restricted to DH majors only or approval from the DH program. Credit
Hours: 1

DH322L - Dental Materials Lab Adjunctive procedures that augment operative care are taught in this
laboratory. Two hours of lab. Length: 16 weeks. Prerequisites: DH 320, DH 320C with grades of C or
better. Concurrent enrollment in DH 322 required. Restricted to DH majors only or approval from the DH
program. Laboratory fee: $50. Credit Hours: 1

DH340 - Dental Pharmacology & Pain Control This course is designed to teach the student about
different drugs used in dentistry, the biochemical activity of each, and appropriate use, interactions with
other drugs or systemic conditions, and some basic pharmacology terminology. Pharmacotherapeutics
will be presented to the dental hygiene student in a meaningful, practical manner. Emphasis will be
placed on clinical efforts, dosages, adverse effects and contraindications of drugs commonly prescribed
in dentistry or which patients may be taking under direction of other health care providers or under self-
direction. Information will be presented from a perspective including the pharmacological basis for drugs,
the need for and use of a medical history and legal aspects related to these subjects. Prerequisites:
DH 212, DH 220, DH 220C with grades of C or better. Corequisites: DH 320, DH 320C, DH 341. Credit
Hours: 3

DH341 - Periodontics The student will be introduced to identification, treatment, and prevention of
pathological conditions that affect the periodontium. Includes assessment, diagnosis, and initial treatment
of periodontal diseases. Emphasis will be placed on anatomy and histology of normal periodontal tissues,
etiology of periodontal diseases and resulting tissue changes. Classifying periodontal and peri-implant
diseases and conditions will be introduced. Prerequisites: DH 212, DH 220, DH 220C, DH 226 with
grades of C or better. Co-requisites: DH 320, DH 320C, DH 340. Restricted to DH majors. Credit hours: 2.
Credit Hours: 2

DH345 - Introduction to Dental Hygiene Management (Same as RAD 345) This course focuses on
the unique management issues involved in dental hygiene and dental offices. These problems include
federal and state laws unique to dentistry and dental hygiene, and medical-legal issues of patient care.
Best practices of practice management will be explored as applied to settings such as corporate dentistry,
federally qualified health centers, government agencies, and privately owned dental practices. 16 weeks.
Credit Hours: 3

DH347 - Community Oral Health The student is introduced to the general principles of dental public
health and community oral health and these principles will be applied through simulated practical
experiences. Various dental hygiene models of practice will be discovered and how dental care is
delivered across the United States and internationally. Legislative efforts on a state and federal level
and effects on dental hygiene practice will be discussed. Public health advocacy, creation of public
health dental hygiene positions, and education/promotion, cultural competency, and health literacy will
be promoted in this course. Programming phases of assessment, dental hygiene diagnosis, planning,
implementation, evaluation, and documentation are studied in detail. Prerequisites: DH 247, DH 247L with
grades of C or better. Restricted to DH majors only. Credit Hours: 3

DH349 - Oral Pathology This course has been designed to integrate the knowledge of general and
oral pathology into clinical care. Pathologic physiology, including tissue regeneration, the inflammatory
process, immunology and wound healing will be emphasized. Special attention will be placed on common
pathological conditions of the oral cavity and early recognition of these conditions. Length of course: 16
weeks, three hours of lecture weekly. Concurrent enrollment in DH 320, DH 320C, DH 340, and DH 341.
Prerequisites: DH 220 and DH 220C with grades of C or better. Restricted to DH majors only or approval
from the DH program. Credit Hours: 3

DH355 - Introduction to Dental Anesthesia and Comprehensive Care This course will focus on dental
anesthesia, comprehensive care plans, case studies and patient management. Length of course: 16
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weeks, two hours of lecture weekly. Concurrent enrollment in DH 322, DH 322L, DH 347, DH 355C.
Prerequisites: DH 320 and DH 320C with grades of C or better. Restricted to DH majors only or approval
from the DH program. Credit Hours: 2

DH355C - Dental Hygiene Clinic III his is the third clinical course in a series that leads to the
achievement of specific objectives for the clinical dental hygiene practice. The student will maintain and
develop clinical skills, preventive care and provide dental education to each patient they encounter. This
care will also include successful treatment modalities, dental hygiene care planning and continuous care
in a recall system. The student will provide comprehensive individualized treatment using all aspects of
dental hygiene care in the clinical setting. Emphasis is on mastery of skills and techniques previously
introduced. Eight hours of clinic. Must be taken concurrently with DH 355. Prerequisites: DH 320, DH
320C, DH 340, DH 341 with minimum grades of C. Restricted to DH majors only or approval from the DH
program. Lab fee: $275. Credit Hours: 3

DH365 - Teaching Strategies in Dental Hygiene (Same as RAD 355) This course is designed to
introduce the prospective dental hygiene educator to philosophies and strategies required to successfully
instruct students in dental hygiene. Emphasis is on instruction and evaluation of didactic and clinical skills.
Focus includes curriculum planning, curriculum development, curriculum implementation, curriculum
evaluation, establishing and evaluating goals and objectives, and designing and delivering instruction for
teaching psychomotor skills. Credit Hours: 3

DH400 - Senior Board Seminar Review topics in dental hygiene to prepare candidates for the National
Board Dental Hygiene Examination (NBDHE), required for dental hygiene licensure. This course includes
interactive activities that will enable the student to obtain a deeper understanding of all topics on the
exam, including scheduled sample exams on these topics, study strategies, and test taking skills. Length
of course: 8 weeks, two hours of lecture weekly. Concurrent enrollment in DH 410, DH 417, DH 450C.
Prerequisites: DH 441 and DH 441C with grades of C or better. Restricted to DH majors only. Credit
Hours: 1

DH401 - Dental Hygiene Practicum The student will learn curriculum development, evaluation methods,
theories of learning, and instructional strategies. The student will also prepare for the written national
board examination. Not for graduate credit. Lecture two hours, practicum four hours. Prerequisites: DH
355, DH 355C with grades of C or better. Concurrent enrollment required in DH 441, DH 441C, DH 440,
DH 401L. Restricted to DH majors only. Course fee: $100. Credit Hours: 2

DH401L - Dental Hygiene Practicum Lab The student will participate in laboratory and clinical sessions
emphasizing psychomotor development, feedback, and identification of cognitive, psychomotor, and
affective behaviors, and faculty calibration. Length of course: 16 weeks, two hours of lab weekly.
Practicum four hours. Concurrent enrollment in DH 401, DH 440, DH 441, DH 441C. Prerequisites: DH
355, DH 355C with grades of C or better. Restricted to DH majors only or approval from the DH program.
Credit Hours: 2

DH410 - Ethics, Practice Management and Effective Communication Ethical and legal issues related
to the practice of dentistry and dental hygiene are studied. Case situations are evaluated to determine
principles of dental ethics and jurisprudence. Review and interpretation of dental practice acts and
licensure requirements are included. The student integrates current knowledge of the dental hygiene field
with additional information on employment issues, such as dental office procedures, resumes, career
opportunities and staff relationships incorporating effective communication skills. Lecture two hours.
Length: 16 weeks. Concurrent enrollment in DH 400, DH 417, and DH 450C. Prerequisites: DH 355 and
DH 355C with grades of C or better. Restricted to DH majors only or approval from the DH program.
Credit Hours: 2

DH411 - Research Methods (Same as RAD 415) This course will introduce the student to the various
mechanisms by which scholarly and professional research are conducted. These include quantitative and
qualitative methodologies, historiographical, and a mixed methods approach. Prerequisite: DH 476. Credit
Hours: 3

DH417 - Multicultural/Geriatrics/Interprofessional Collaboration (University Core Curriculum course)
A comprehensive approach to special needs patients and diverse populations. Emphasis will be placed
on an interdisciplinary collaborative care model intended to provide a comprehensive approach to oral
healthcare. The oral health needs of rural, geriatric, minority, low-income, medically compromised,
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disabled and other special needs populations will be addressed. Lecture three hours. 16 weeks.
Concurrent enrollment in DH 401, DH 401L, DH 441, DH 441C required. Prerequisite: DH 355 and DH
355C with grades of C or better. Restricted to DH majors only and approval from the School of Health
Sciences or the DH program. Credit Hours: 3

DH417I - Multicultural Internship Students are exposed to different clinical experiences providing dental
hygiene services to a variety of patient population groups. Not for graduate credit. Length of course: 16
weeks, twelve internship hours per week. Prerequisites: DH 355 and DH 355C with grades of C or better.
Restricted to DH majors only or approval from the DH program. Laboratory fee: $50. Credit Hours: 1-3

DH425A - Readings in Dental Hygiene Education (Same as RAD 425A) The purpose of this course
is to identify problems/issues within Dental Hygiene Education and Management and to present viable
solutions to those problems/issues. Utilizing scholarly research and correlative research from other fields,
the student will engage in integrated problem solving. This is an independent study course, conducted
under the direction of a faculty member, and is a writing intensive course. Credit Hours: 3

DH425B - Readings in Dental Hygiene Management (Same as RAD 425B) The purpose of this course
is to identify problems/issues within Dental Hygiene Education and Management and to present viable
solutions to those problems/issues. Utilizing scholarly research and correlative research from other fields,
the student will engage in integrated problem solving. This is an independent study course, conducted
under the direction of a faculty member, and is a writing intensive course. Credit Hours: 3

DH435 - Problems in Dental Hygiene Education and Management (Same as RAD 435) The purpose
of this course is to identify problems/issues within Dental Hygiene Education and Management and to
present viable solutions to those problems/issues. Utilizing scholarly research and correlative research
from other fields, the student will engage in integrated problem solving. This is an independent study
course, conducted under the direction of a faculty member, and is a writing intensive course. Credit
Hours: 3

DH440 - Research Methods and Interpretation This course introduces the fundamental principles of
scientific inquiry, research methodology and basic statistical analysis needed to critically assess health
research and determine potential clinical application. The student will learn the process of evidence-
based decision making, research principles and design, and the critical analysis of research articles
culminating in the creation of a critical review article and poster. Not for graduate credit. Co-requisites: DH
401, DH 401L, DH 441, DH 441C. Restricted to Dental Hygiene majors. Credit Hours: 3

DH441 - Advanced Periodontics Instruction will emphasize clinical application of patient management
skills including comprehensive individualized treatment for complex periodontal patients. Emphasis will
be placed on comprehensive evaluation, risk assessment, treatment planning, pain control, adjunctive
antibiotic therapy, instrumentation, soft tissue management, evaluation and maintenance. The course will
place emphasis on classification of periodontal and peri-implant diseases and conditions. Prerequisites:
DH 355, DH 355C with grades of C or better. Co-requisites: DH 401, DH 440, DH 441C. Restricted to DH
majors. Credit hours: 3. Credit Hours: 3

DH441C - Dental Hygiene Clinic IV The student will provide comprehensive individualized treatment
for complex periodontal patients. Emphasis will be placed on clinical application of patient management
skills including comprehensive evaluation, risk assessment, treatment planning, pain control, adjunctive
antibiotic therapy, instrumentation, soft tissue management, evaluation and maintenance. Clinic twelve
hours. Not for graduate credit. Prerequisites: DH 355, DH 355C with grades of C or better. Concurrent
enrollment in DH 401, DH 401L, DH 440, DH 441. Restricted to DH majors only or approval from the DH
program. Lab fee: $275. Credit Hours: 3

DH450C - Advanced Periodontics Clinic V This is the fifth and final clinical course in the clinical
series. The student will provide comprehensive individualized treatment for complex periodontal
patients. Emphasis will be placed on clinical application of patient management skills including
comprehensive evaluation, risk assessment, treatment planning, pain control, adjunctive antibiotic
therapy, instrumentation, soft tissue management, evaluation and maintenance. Clinic four hours. Not for
graduate credit. Concurrent enrollment in DH 401, DH 401L and DH 441 required. Prerequisites: DH 441
and DH 441C with grades of C or better. Restricted to DH majors only or approval from the DH program.
Lab fee: $275. Credit Hours: 3
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DH476 - Research Project (Same as RAD 476) This course requires the selection and investigation of
a research topic culminating in a paper to satisfy the research requirement for the Bachelor of Science
degree in Dental Hygiene. Must have U.S.R.D.H. credentials. Prerequisite: DH 411. Restricted to SHeS
major/minor or with consent of SHeS Academic Advisor. Credit Hours: 4

 

Dental Hygiene Faculty
Aubertin, Mary, Staff Dentist, DMD, Washington University School of Dental Medicine in St. Louis,
Missouri, 1988.

Cotner, Danna P., Clinical Associate Professor, DDS, University of California, San Francisco, 1990.

Cunningham, Jessica, Assistant Instructor, RDH, BSDH, CDHC, Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, 2021.

Erthall, Briana, Assistant Instructor, RDH, BSDH, CDHC, Southern Illinois University Carbondale, 2020.

File, Shelly A., Senior Lecturer, RDH, MHA, CDHC, Southern Illinois University Carbondale, 2020.

Halley, Kendra, Assistant Instructor, RDH, BSDH, Southern Illinois University Carbondale, 2023.

Hutchcraft, Katlynn, Assistant Lecturer, RDH, MPH, CHES, Southern Illinois University Carbondale,
2018.

Lipe, Renee, Assistant Instructor, RDH, PHDH, M.S.Ed., Southern Illinois University Carbondale, 2021.

McKinney, Stacey, Assistant Professor, RDH ,PHDH, M.S.Ed., Southern Illinois University Carbondale,
2015.

McKinnies, Jennifer M., Assistant Professor, RDH, PHDH, MS, Southern Illinois University Carbondale,
2022.

Richardson, Natalie, Assistant Instructor, RDH, BSDH, Southern Illinois University, 2007.

Schuster, Rositta L., Assistant Instructor, RDH, B.S., Kaplan University, 2011.

Sherry, Jennifer S., Associate Professor, RDH, EdD., Southern Illinois University Carbondale, 2023.

Uhe, Sara, Assistant Instructor, RDH, BSDH, PHDH, Southern Illinois University Carbondale, 2016.

Wyatt, Amy, M., Clinical Assistant Professor, D.M.D., Southern Illinois University School of Dental
Medicine Alton, 2006.

Emeriti Faculty 

Davis, Joan Mary, Professor, Emerita, Ph.D., Southern Illinois University Carbondale, 2010.

DeMattei, Ronda, Associate Professor, Emerita, RDH, Ph.D., Southern Illinois University Carbondale,
2006.

Lautar, Charla, Professor, Emerita, RDH, Ph.D., University of Calgary, 1993.

Lukes, Sherri M., Associate Professor, Emerita, RDH, M.S.Ed., Southern Illinois University Carbondale,
1991.

McSherry, Teri S., Senior Lecturer, Emerita, RDH, M.S.W., Southern Illinois University Carbondale,
2008.

Miller, Faith, Associate Professor, Emerita, RDH, M.S.Ed., Southern Illinois University Carbondale, 1999.

Pfister, Regina L., Assistant Professor, Emerita, RDH, M.S.Ed., Southern Illinois University Carbondale,
2002.

Tiebout, Leigh, Assistant Professor, Emerita, CDT, M.S., Southern Illinois University, 1989.

Winings, John R., Associate Professor, Emeritus, CDT, M.A., Governors State University, 1972.
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